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Plan Introduction

Moore Park i located in south-central Oregon within the City of Klamath Falls. The Park
is administered by the Superintendent of the Parks and Cemeteries Dvision of the city
government. A primary mission of the Parks Division is to provide outdoor recreational
and education opportunities for the public. Moore Park is relatively unique among
Oregon city parks as it contains several hundred forested acres. The threat of
damaging wildfires initiated more active planning and management of the Moore Park

resources.This pl an and iRuds Marmgemeni Pdah ferdlodr e Par ko

Rogers, 2005, Appendix A01) have been prepared at the request of the City and are
intended to provide guidance and recommendations for a 10-year period. The overall
goal of the plan is long-term sustainable management of the wildland vegetation,
wildlife and facilities in Moore Parkfor recreational and public education opportunities.

Several professionals and citizens have provided input to the plan including Gene
Rogers of Wildland Fire Technologies Inc.; Tom Collom of the Oregon Department of
Fish and Wildlife; Dave Ross of the US Fish and Wildlife Service Valerie Lantz, Ken Hay
and John Bellon of the City of Klamath Falls, Anne Maloney, Dennis Lee and Craig Leech
of the Oregon Department of Forestry; and Mike Benedict and Andy Mudd of The
Friends of Moore Park. The City of Klamath Falls is not obligated in any way to
complete the recommended treatments. Policy guidance is found in the Parks,
Recreation and Open Space Master Plan(City of Klamath Falls, 2000). This plan is an

el ement of the Cityds Comprehensive Pl an.

the Parks Advisory Board, the Planning Commission andthe City Council. The Parks
Advisory Board meets regularly to review park management activities.

The original park commissioners of Klamath Falls, appointed in 1911, faced similar
challenges as today's managers in establishing public parks. Finding appropriate
property and funding the property purchases required several years of effort prior to
Moore Park being acquired by donation from the Moore family in 1926. The same
meeting that accepted the park donation from the Moore Family also established the
first property tax for park purposes. Those funds were used to begin park development
in 1927, starting with a well and mapping. Brush clearing was started (by one employee
for eight months @ $150 per month ) followed by the construction of tennis courts. The
superb rock wall framing the park entry and front lawns was commissioned by Clara
Moore to memorialize Rufus Moore and dedicated in 1934, Image 1 on page 6.

( Ge

Many of the park facilities were constructed

t he 506s, with a few wupdates donreck wal and
tennis courts continue to serve thousands of park visitors each year. The park hosts
many events, picnics, family outings and offers many individuals a great
boating, walking or jogging setting. Opportunities for education and research have
increased over the years. Social gatherings, soccer, cross country runs and winter
sledding, cross-country skiing and snowshoeing bring crowds into the park year -round.
Increasingly popular activities at Moore Park include walking paths and disc golf in the
forested areas. Boy Scouts utilize the forested area for an annual day camp. Those first
park commissioners would be happy to see how treasured the park has become over
the years.
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This plan has several chapters that follow the Oregon Forest Stewardship Planning
Guidelines. Numerous reference or planning documents are found in the Appendices.
This plan and reference materials is intended to be electronic in format due to th e
significant number of pages. A master copy will be printed and filed at the office of the
City Parks following approval by the City Council.

This plan addresses a variety of management topics for the park. It is intended to be a
strategic management plan. Project-specific plans will be developed for identified sites
on the ground based on recommendations in this plan. Project planning and post-
treatment evaluations have and should continue to use an inter -disciplinary team to
capture expertise on a variety of natural resource topics.

Image 17 provided by Klamath County Museum
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Landowner Goals and Objectives

The City of Klamath Falls owns and maintains Moore Park as green space within the city
limits. A native forest of this size falling entirely within a city boundary is rare. Green
space typically provides opportunities for residents and visitors to recreate in a variety
of ways in the outdoors. Moore Park has been, and continues to be, an important site

for the public to experience nature, exercise and celebrate holidays or special occasions.
City managers recognize the importance of outreach to diverse public groups and

agencies in order to continue to provide these opportunities. Public understanding,

acceptance and support are critical components of each of the following objectives.

1. Maintain healthy forest and shrub lands.

a.

—n

Monitor natural regeneration of resident conifers, hardwoods and shrubs.
Plant in appropriate locations to ensure replacement trees for current
overstory trees.

Control noxious weeds.

Maintain tree health and species diversity by periodic selective removal of
undesirable trees.

Apply fuel treatments as prescribed in the Fuels Management Plan to
mitigate potential fire hazards.

Protect sensitive plant species during treatments.

Remove abandonedpersonal property and debris from past activities.

2. Maintain and enhance wildlife habitat.

SQ@ P o0 T

Monitor habitat components for diversity and condition.
Protect critical components from unnecessary disturbance.
Control illegal activities.

Plan and manage for replacement eagle nest and perch trees.
Establish benefical water sources for wildlife use.

Provide interpretation of diverse habitats.

Develop a wildlife plan for the Park.

Coordinate with adjacent landowners for wildlife objectives.

3. Protect cultural & natural features.

a.
b
C.
d.
e. Survey, establish and sign Park boundaries.

Identify, protect & interpret culturally significant sites.
Identify, protect & interpret significant natural features.
Complete cultural surveys of the Park.

Maintain records of historic and cultural sites.

4. Provide a broad spectrum of dispersed and developed, non-motorized recreation
opportunities that are compatible with the above objectives. (Horses and
dispersed camping are prohibited.)

a.
b.

Continue to provide facilities for youth group day and overnight camps .
Establish a designated trail system, connected to neighboring trails, for
hiking, running and cross country skiing for various skill levels.

Establish a separate designated trail system for mountain bicycles with
various skill levels.
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Decommission undesirable norgame trails.

Restore the winter sledding/snowboarding/skiing hill.
Provide trails suitable for universal access.

Develop a formal recreation plan for the Park.

@~o0o

An effort is underway to establish and implement this 10 -year resource management
plan for M d88raeres Bfafordstd shrub and open land. Management has
primarily been focused on the developed areas of the Park in the past. An extensive
harvest of dead, dying, overcrowded and hazardous trees was completed in 1995. See
Appendix A02 for a narrative about this project. The fuels management plan was
approved in 2005 with many of its recommendations implemented, including some
demonstration treatments in 2004 .
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Property Maps/ Woodland Description

Moore Park encompasses approximately 543 acres, including 60 acres of developed
areas and 483 acres of forest and wildland. It is bordered by Upper Klamath Lake, the
Lynnewood residential subdivision and other private property and home sites on the
north, west and south side and the Link River/Pacific Power and Light ownership on the
east side. Forestland in other ownership borders the Park on the west and south sides
(Image 2). The majority of these adjacent forestlands are undergoing development into
single-family home sites (Map 1).

Moore Park
Klamath Falls, OR

2003 Assessment Data

Image 27 Aerial view of Moore Park, boundary in red
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Map 17 Moore Park and adjacent ownership
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The Park has been divided into 10 plant communities or vegetation types for this Plan.
These vegetation types vary due to factors such as microclimate, elevation, aspect,
slope, soil type, historic fire occurrence, insect or disease activity and previous
treatments such as logging or thinning. Each of the Types is covered in detail in the
next section, followed by more specific information about the existing and potential

resources, wildland improvements, management recommendations and operational
constraints, see Image 3.

Image 31 Vegetation Type Map
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