CITY ENGINEER
Klamath Falls, Oregon

The Community
Klamath Falls, Oregon, is a healthy community with welcoming neighborhoods where citizens aspire to live,
thrive, and enjoy the quality of life afforded by their surroundings, opportunities, and values. A Urban
Growth Boundary of more than 45,000 residents, Klamath Falls drives community engagement, local
beautification, and economic opportunities. Known as the “City of Sunshine,” it boasts an average of 300
sunny days a year and enjoys a coveted location, unmatched outdoor lifestyle, and a skilled workforce that
inspires business leaders like John Ferguson, CEO of Ferguson Hotel Properties, to declare, “Klamath Falls
is an undiscovered Oregon treasure that’s on the verge of becoming the West Coast’s next best place to
be.”
Klamath Falls is truly unique in terms of its location. In nature, the awe-inspiring Crater Lake, the
deepest lake in the US and one of the most pristine bodies of water on earth, is just over an hour away.
Major cities like Portland to the north and San Francisco to the south are within a five-hour drive. Klamath
Falls is also the regional hub for several types of transportation including automobile, rail, and air. Three
highways converge at Klamath Falls: U.S. Route 97 (north to Bend, south to Weed / I-5, Oregon Route 140
(east to Nevada, west to Medford, and Oregon Route 39 (south to California, en route to Reno, Nevada. By
using the Klamath Falls rail yard, Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF and Union Pacific (UP connect
Klamath Falls to all major western markets. Klamath Falls is also serviced twice daily by the Amtrak Coast
Starlight route that runs between Los Angeles and Seattle. Strategically located halfway between Portland,
Oregon, and San Francisco, California, the Crater Lake – Klamath Regional Airport is home to the
Oregon Air National Guard 173rd Fighter Wing, recently chosen as an elite F-15EX training base. Although
not currently providing commercial air service, the airport does serve as a U.S. Forest Service Tanker Base,
and provides helicopter and fixed-wing flight schools, and cargo operations.
While a coveted location that boasts global access, it is the residents who are the heartbeat of the
community. The spirit of Klamath Falls residents can be seen as they come together to celebrate an array of
annual events, which include the Klamath County Fair, Snowflake Parade, Veterans Day Parade, Kruise of
Klamath, Century Eagle, and the Brats, Brews & Blues Festival. Celebration of the Winter Wings Festival
draws people from around the world to watch bald eagles, pelicans, and other birds near the Klamath
Basin, situated along the largest migratory bird route in the western United States. Residents enjoy an
extensive park system comprising 27 parks offering a wide range of facilities including pocket parks,
neighborhood parks, community parks, regional parks, special use areas, and natural open spaces.
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The Community continued
Lake Ewauna, Klamath Lake, Running Y Resort/Golf Course, Shield
Crest Golf Club, and Crater Lake National Park are brimming with
activities to keep even the most active entertained year-round.
The new 7,400-acre multipurpose world-class trail system is
ideal for mountain biking, hiking, trail running, winter cross
country skiing, and snowshoeing. Residents and visitors alike
appreciate the cultural offerings of the Favel Museum and
Ross Ragland Theater.
Residents of Klamath Falls place a high emphasis on planning
for the future. Beyond the 2021 Strategic Plan, which outlines
the City’s commitment to thoughtful growth, the community is
steadfast in its education commitment. In addition to the Klamath
Falls City School District, responsible for educating approximately
3,000 K-12 students, families are also served by the Klamath
County School District and parochial schools, Crosspoint Christian,
Adventist Christian, and New Horizon Christian. Higher education
opportunities in the region include the Oregon Tech and Klamath
Community College.

Economic development
projects underway or
recently completed include:
Air National Guard New Mission Project
Two new hotels
Balsiger retail and housing project
Oregon Tech expansion
Love’s Truckstop project
Wilsonart City/County joint project

Major Employers
Kingsley Air National Guard
Sky Lakes Medical Center
Oregon Tech
Klamath Community College
JELD-WEN
Klamath County
City of Klamath Falls
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Governance & Organization
Klamath Falls operates under a Council-Manager form of government. The City Council is comprised of a Mayor,
elected at large, and five City Councilors representing single-member districts/wards. The Mayor and Councilors
serve four-year terms with no term limits.
The Klamath Falls Mayor and City Councilors are united on five high-level focus areas that allow staff to develop
the following measurable goals:
• Citizens feel safe and secure in their homes and public areas.
• Interactions with the City will be professional with customer service as the top priority.
• Economic Viability - Provide an environment where businesses can thrive and economic
opportunities are fostered to provide for the long-term economic viability of the community.
• Infrastructure - Provide the necessary infrastructure in a manner and means to allow all
citizens to prosper.
• Proactively work to increase efficiencies in service delivery. Work with the County to eliminate
unnecessary duplication and partner where appropriate to provide greater value to citizens.
To accomplish these goals, Klamath Falls can leverage the following components of its 2021 Strategic Plan:
• City-owned amenities including parks and the airport.
• Department, Comprehensive, and Economic Master plans.
• Community Engagement including neighborhood meetings, volunteers, and online platforms.
• Community Employment by focusing efforts on remote work, living/family-wage jobs, and
targeted incentives.
• Developing and refurbishing aspects of the downtown including implementation of a sustainable
parking model and providing more amenities like sidewalk cafes, public art, and municipal Wi-Fi.

Mission Statement
The City of Klamath Falls drives community engagement, local beautification, and
economic opportunities.
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About the Position
The City Engineer for Klamath Falls, working under the direction of the Development
Services Director, plays an integral role in the management and performance of toplevel professional civil engineering work. The position provides administrative solutions to
complex problems that arise in the design, review, and construction of City infrastructure
and related development projects.
The City Engineer’s role is to direct, oversee, and participate in the design and review
of capital improvement development, including, but not limited to, utility infrastructure
and transportation projects. The position requires the ability to design and direct major
projects, supervise and perform complex engineering reviews, and enforce legal and
contractual requirements. The City Engineer is also responsible for the supervision of
the Engineering Department staff, providing mentorship, work assignment, and directing
schedules of work, as well as establishing and reviewing the performance of departmental
staff.

Challenges and Opportunities
As the City of Klamath Falls continues its path of growth, the incoming City Engineer
will face many challenges accompanied by exciting opportunities. While dealing with
budget constraints, the incoming City Engineer will have the opportunity to complete
the retrofitting of a wastewater lift station and upgrade a large water system booster
pump station. In addition, this position will provide integral oversight of the City's
Pavement Management System.
With an eye on the future of the City’s Engineering Department, the incoming City Engineer
will provide important direction on revising and updating the public works engineering
standards for the City and will also have the opportunity to provide input and direction in
revising and updating critical community development ordinances. The City Engineer will
have the opportunity to study and learn the Pavement Management System in-depth,
making determinations and recommendations on the best approach for pavement
management.
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The Ideal Candidate
The City of Klamath Falls is seeking an individual who will serve as a liaison of the City, actively engaging the
community on projects while also seeking opportunities to work with other City divisions and departments.
The incoming City Engineer must have excellent verbal and written communication skills and the ability to
effectively present ideas, concepts, and plans to the City Council, City Manager, and citizens, continually
working to develop strong City Council support. A personable leader, this individual must be accessible to
staff, maintain an open-door policy, mentor, and become familiar with each staff member’s abilities and skills to
effectively develop a departmental succession plan.
The ideal City Engineer candidate should be:
• A strong manager who can direct and perform engineering management of large and multifaceted projects, direct and/or perform planning and design, manage reviews of land
development design, oversee construction documents and administer professional services
contracts while evaluating contract compliance.
• A prepared leader capable of thoroughly researching, preparing, and presenting staff reports
and Council agenda items.
• A collaborator who will assist the Development Services and Public Works Directors in forming
the direction and requirements of the City’s Capital Improvement Program, providing technical
expertise, acting as an intermediary between contracted work and design elements to assure
work is completed in adherence to local, state, and federal codes and standards.
• A forward thinker who will plan, organize and coordinate Capital Improvement Program
projects including engineering design, field assessment and survey, and construction
management for the public infrastructure needs of the City.
• A knowledgeable leader who will consult and coordinate technical reviews to ensure land use
actions or developments do not adversely affect traffic and City utility distribution and collection
systems while identifying potential conflicts and resolving any issues.
• A skilled professional who will manage the implementation and updates of the Urban Area
Transportation System Plan, ensuring master plans are prepared and coordinated with the
urban area transportation investment and long-term transportation system.
• A manager who will capably direct, coordinate and participate in the development of the
Department’s annual budget, recommending projects and project costs, and an active
participant in the grant development process.
• A thorough reviewer of technical reports, plans, structural calculations, and specifications
prepared by others to assure adherence to City standards and accepted engineering practices.
• A knowledgeable participant in special engineering studies, such as proposed annexations,
zoning, new construction, traffic and transportation, and infrastructure upgrades while also
overseeing resulting special programs and projects.
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Education & Experience
This position requires a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering or related field from
an accredited college; and a minimum of six (6) years of progressively responsible
design, construction management, inspection, plan check and complex development
and land use review experience. Experience with the design and construction of
Water or Wastewater infrastructure and pavement management is highly desired. A
Master’s degree may substitute for some experience. Incumbents must be registered
as a Professional Civil Engineer in the State of Oregon or registered as a Professional
Civil Engineer in a reciprocal state with the ability to obtain Oregon registration
within six (6) months of hire.
A valid Oregon driver’s license is required or must be obtained within 30 days of hire.

Compensation & Benefits

• Salary range of $94,020 to $130,128, dependent upon qualifications
• 4-9-4 Workweek (M-Th 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. & Fri 7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.)

• Vacation accrual per month based on years of service
• Accrual of employee sick leave
• Twelve paid holidays per year
• Oregon Public Employees Retirement System (PERS) with City contributions
• Paid health, dental, vision, and prescription insurance
• Paid life and accidental death and dismemberment insurance coverage
• Health Reimbursement Account with a Sick Leave Incentive program
• Additional voluntary benefits including retirement accounts, insurance, and flexible spending accounts
• For more information regarding provided benefits, visit klamathfalls.city/209/Benefits
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Application Process
Please apply online
For more information contact:
Marsha Reed, Senior Vice President
MarshaReed@GovernmentResource.com
806-789-9641
The City of Klamath Falls is an Equal Opportunity Employer and values diversity in its workforce.
Applicants selected as finalists for this position will be subject to a comprehensive background check.
In accordance with Oregon law, qualified veterans may be eligible for Veterans’ Preference in public employment.
Proof of eligibility must be submitted with your application via a copy of the Certificate of Release or Discharge
from Active Duty (DD Form 214 or 215) or a letter from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
indicating receipt of a non-service-connected pension.

Resources
City of Klamath Falls
klamathfalls.city

Klamath Falls Chamber of Commerce
klamath.org

Klamath Falls Economic Development
Corporation
chooseklamath.com

City of Klamath Falls Social Media
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